316                        GREGORY THE GREAT
brought into motion by their own impulse. But He moves all things, Who quickens some things into life, and preserves the things that are not quickened, arranging them in a wonderful order down to the lowest in the scale of being. Tor all things were made out of nothing, and their being would return into nothing, unless the Author of all things maintained and governed it. Hence all created things can neither subsist nor move of themselves. They subsist only in so far as they have obtained that they should be; they move only in so far as they are disposed by a hidden impulse."1 God, then, is self-existent Being, the First Cause of all existence and life and motion. With Him alone is " verum esse." 2
Now, this Divine Essentia, being the highest and most complete form of being, is simple. Therefore, says Gregory (still following Augustine), we cannot separate God's Attributes from His Nature, and regard them as something manifold and contingent which He has in addition to His Nature and distinct from it. On the contrary, the Attributes of God form a whole which is identical with the Essence of God. With Him, subject and predicate are one and the same thing. Or, as Gregory expresses it: " God is that which He hath. For He hath eternity, and yet He is Himself Eternity. He hath light, and yet He is Himself His own Light. He hath brightness, and yet He is Himself His own Brightness. And, therefore, in Him it is not one thing to be and another thing to have."8 Thus, for example, we may say of a man that he is, and also that he is wise, and also that he is strong; but the strength of man is not identical with the wisdom of man, and neither the strength nor the wisdom is identical with his being. " But to the simple nature of Deity it is not one thing to be and another thing to be wise, nor one thing to be wise and another thing to be strong, for His strength is identically the same as His wisdom, and His wisdom is identically the same as his Essence."4 Hence the so-called Attributes of God are but the human modes
1  .Mbr. xvi. 45.
2  Gregory speaks of God as " Causa causarum," " Vita viventiurn," " Eatio rationabilium creaturarum " (Mor. xxx. 17), and points out that since  God alone is true Being, therefore man has being only in God and, to leave Him is to tend to not-being (Mor. xii. 9; xiii. 9 ; xiv. 22; xvii. 10, etc.).
3  Ibid. xvi. 54.                             * j^ xvii> 45. cf< xviii< Q^